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Hazardous Material 
Abatement: The District 
currently manages the impact of asbestos containing 
materials in the form of pipe insulation throughout the 
crawlspace of the Elementary School. The time has come 
for this material to be abated and replaced with non-
hazardous materials. Once accomplished the District’s 
Maintenance Staff  will have unencumbered and safe access 
to utility piping, electrical, communications and data 
distribution wiring.

Roof Replacements: As part of the 2009 Capital 
Improvement Project, the District replaced a number of 
roof areas at both the Elementary and Middle/High School 
facilities. While developing the scope for that project, 
the District also formulated a phased schedule of roof 
replacement in order to assure that all roofs are continually 
in good condition and under warranty. 

Flood Mitigation: In 2011, a signifi cant storm event 
caused the drainage swale within the green space between 
Chenango Avenue and the main access drive to overfl ow.  

(Continued on page 2)

Superintendent’s Message
In this newslett er you will fi nd stories of the extraordinary 
things happening at CCS and you will fi nd information 
on some of the challenges the district is facing. Please 
read them as interconnected pieces of the puzzle, for it 
is through the overcoming of challenges that we fi nd the 
extraordinary. 
 Our students continue to do great things both in school 
and beyond. Accomplishments in the classroom, on the 
athletic fi elds, in serving the community and in many other 
areas, highlight the following pages. The achievements of 
our students are a result of their hard work, talent and the 
support of dedicated faculty and parents. Thank you to ev-
eryone that helps to make our students so very successful!
 The perennial challenge we face as educators is how to 
best ensure the intellectual, social, and emotional growth of 
every student. This is a challenge we embrace and one that, 
when accomplished, makes us most proud. Some recent 
initiatives at the state level are directly impacting our goals 
in this area. Most notably, the implementation of the Com-
mon Core Standards and the mandated Annual Profes-
sional Performance Review (APPR) has changed both cur-
riculum content and the instructional delivery method. The 
paring down of the curriculum to its most essential parts is 
enabling teachers to delve more deeply into those areas of 
the curriculum which, in turn, is producing deeper under-
standing. The APPR mandate is enabling principals and 
teachers to engage in critical conversations about instruc-
tion and student learning and thereby improve instruction. 

Capital Project 
 Another challenge that is vital for residents to under-
stand is our need to be responsible stewards of our facili-
ties. To this end, the Board of Education voted on Decem-
ber 18 to approve a voter referendum on a capital project 
designed to address a number of concerns at the District’s 
Elementary, Middle, and High School facilities and related 
site. As you will read, the proposed $7.49 million project 
will include roof replacements, abatement of hazardous 
materials, mechanical unit upgrades, cafeteria renovations, 
masonry restoration, fl ood mitigation, pavement replace-
ment, and reconstruction of the District’s track and related 
fi eld. 
 The challenge associated with this project is made easier 
through the District’s ability to take advantage of 78.8 % 
State Building Aid. This means that, if approved, for every 

dollar spent on the project, the District would be reim-
bursed nearly 80 cents. By doing this as a capital project, 
the district avoids the scenario whereby it would have to 
pay for each element out of the general operating budget 
and would bear the full cost of these improvements. 
 Descriptions of each of the project’s elements follow 
along with information on the fi nancial impact to residents 
and the dates for public information sessions. At CCS we 
are working hard to manage our operations and facilities 
while maintaining the high quality program residents have 
come to expect. The scope of this project will make neces-
sary improvements that will have a critical impact on the 
condition of our facilities and the programs they support. 
At the same time, a positive vote allows us to maximize the 
use of available State Building Aid.

Please Vote: February 12 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
Theatre Lobby

Matt hew Reilly
Superintendent

Capital Project
Illuminated Contrivance by Mae Dinh
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As a result the District Offi  ces and adjacent areas were 
fl ooded. The District incurred signifi cant costs with clean 
up and repairs. This project will mitigate such future 
damage by constructing a fl ood retention wall with an 
integral fl ood gate which, other than during times of 
fl ooding, would be open to allow safe access for students, 
staff , visitors and maintenance equipment. This scope of 
work will also include removing the small District Offi  ce 
parking area and converting that space into a park like 
sett ing with connector walks between buildings and an 
outdoor space for student and staff  use.  

Kitchen and Cafeteria Improvements: No signifi cant 
improvements have been made to the 1955 Elementary and 
1964 Middle/High School Cafeterias and Kitchens since the 
time they were originally constructed.  The replacement of 
inoperable and antiquated kitchen equipment is essential 
to supporting the food service program. In addition, the 
Cafeterias will receive new fl oor, wall and ceiling fi nishes 
along with reconstructing raised platform and stage areas 
to accommodate accessibility and expansion within the 
existing footprint to support an increase in seating capacity 
and a variety of multiuse activities throughout the school 
day. These improvements will also enhance use by the 
community after regular school hours.

Main Access Drive & Bus Loop Reconstruction: Over 
time the paved surface at the main access drive and bus 
loop entering from and emptying onto Chenango Avenue 

have suff ered signifi cant deterioration. The scope of this 
work will require the removal of all existing pavement, 
adjustments to the existing sub base, and the placement of 
a new paved surface.

Multi-Sports Field Reconstruction: The track and the fi eld 
have deteriorated to a condition that, if not addressed, 
threatens the safety of its users. The integrity of the 
natural turf on the football fi eld, the surface of the adjacent 
running track, and the drainage system that supports both 
requires replacement. This work will also support the 
District’s soccer program and other athletic and physical 
education activities.  

Elementary Toilet Rooms Reconstruction: As part 
of the 2009 Capital Improvement Project, the District 
reconstructed student toilet rooms in the Middle and High 
School. In this proposed project two classroom toilets 
in the Primary Wing of the Elementary School will be 
reconstructed to provide handicapped accessibility.

Masonry Restoration: Areas of deteriorated brick veneer 
and precast concrete decorative panels and sills on the 
Middle School shall be restored. These materials are part of 
the building’s original construction.

Roof Top Mechanical Equipment: Upgrades shall be 
provided to existing roof top mechanical units to enhance 
performance, reduce maintenance, and improve air fl ow 
and air quality.

Capital Project (Continued from cover)

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX INCREASE
Project Cost: $7,495,000  Estimated State Aid: 78.8% or $5,906,060
Local Cost: $1,588,940

TOWN FULL VALUE
TAXABLE 

VALUE
TAX IMPACT 

SENIOR STAR*
TAX IMPACT 
BASIC STAR*

TAX IMPACT 
WITHOUT STAR

Kirkland $100,000 $65,000 $15.78 $26.79 $37.05

*Basic STAR is $18,000 off  full value: Senior STAR is $37,320 off  full value.

Our best estimate for the annual tax impact is approximately $.57 per $1,000 of taxable value in the Town of 
Kirkland. The state will reimburse the district approximately 78.8% at the cost for the project.

Presentation Dates for Building Project
January 14, 2013 2:30 p.m. Middle School Faculty Meeting
January 18, 2013 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. School Staff  Meeting
January 24, 2013 6:30 p.m. Lions Club at Alteri’s
January 29, 2013 7 p.m. Public Meeting Middle School/High School Media Center
February 4, 2013 2:30 p.m.

3:15 p.m.
7 p.m. Public Meeting

High School Faculty Meeting
Elementary School Faculty Meeting
Kirkland Town Library

February 5, 2013 7 p.m. Public Meeting Middle School/High School Media Center
February 6, 2013 7 p.m. Public Meeting Kirkland Senior Center
February 12, 2013 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Public Vote - School Theater Lobby
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Science News

On December 4, Mr. King’s 7th grade science class was 
fortunate enough to have an eager Hamilton College 
student in the classroom to perform some demonstrations 
on properties of pressure. The class had recently fi nished 
a unit on pressure of fl uids and the concept of buoyancy. 
Nick Sylvester, a senior at Hamilton College and his phys-
ics professor, Dr. Gordon Jones, visited the Clinton Middle 
School to enrich 7th grade learning with demonstrations 
on some very interesting science phenomena. Ask a stu-
dent to show you how to use a section of screening to keep 
water in a cup held upside down - it’s all science!

Students learned that a force can be spread out over a 
large area to decrease the pressure it applies. Students 
witnessed a demonstration, with Principal Carney’s as-
sistance, that revealed the science behind the dreaded bed 
of nails. In another demonstration, the students observed 
that when air is eliminated and then introduced into a pipe 
it can send a golf ball out the end of the pipe at speeds of 
up to 500 mph! (Of course, a smaller pipe and a ping pong 
ball were used.)

CCS is very fortunate to have opportunities off ered by 
Hamilton College to enrich and expand student learning.

Congratulations to the CCS 

Robotics Team

Congratulations to our 
team for their hard 
work and dedication 
to Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math! 
They used their skills 
in the F.I.R.S.T. Lego 
League robotics tour-
nament held at Rome 
Catholic School on No-
vember 17. The team 
had spent the past 
eight weeks preparing 
for this competition 
where they were tasked with building and programming a 
robot to navigate an obstacle course, and come up with an 
innovative solution to this year’s theme of “Senior Solu-
tions.” This year, students had to come up with a solution 
to everyday problems faced by senior citizens, and do all 
of this with “gracious professionalism.” This was our best 
overall performance in years!

Congrats to: (pictured left to right) CJ Militello, Travis 
Huther, Quentin Mason, Josh Heintz , John Walker, Luke 
Kramer, Coach: Ryan O’Rourke

Young Entrepreneurs Academy 

Hold First Class with 12 Students

Twelve area students were accepted into the Young Entre-
preneurs Academy and began their fi rst class on Novem-
ber 7. The students, ranging in age from 6th – 12th grade, 
represent 10 schools in seven diff erent school districts.  
These students are a dedicated and passionate group, al-
ready brainstorming ideas for their new ventures. The size 
of the class allows for a great deal of personal att ention 
and assures that each student will get all of the support he 
or she needs to be successful in the program. 

This unique program not only promotes a commitment 
to the power of innovation and entrepreneurship but also 
enhances students’ self-confi dence, leadership skills and 
creative mindset.

The YEA Class of 2013 includes two CCS students: Chris-
topher Abbe and Jeremiah (JP) Wade.
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Middle School Students Care

The Middle School anti-bullying group consists of 6th, 7th and 8th graders 
who are committ ed to making their school a more caring community. In 
addition to school-based activities, they also participate in various proj-
ects to help those in need in Clinton and beyond. This group of students 
wanted to help the victims of Hurricane Sandy. They collected 23 bags of 
clothing, games, toys and personal care items. These items were shipped 
directly to the hardest hit areas of Hurricane Sandy. As you can see from 
the photo they fi lled an entire SUV! Thank you team and great job!

Additionally, the Junior National Honor Society held a coin drive that 
collected more than $1,000 to be used to help make the holiday season 
brighter for our local families. Our team also donated needed items to the 
Country Pantry for Thanksgiving. This was to help all members of our 
community enjoy a nice meal!

Scholar Athlete Teams Named by NYSPHSAA

Congratulations to the following fall varsity sports teams for qualifying as a NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete Team. The New 
York State Public High School Athletics Association sets a minimum number of students per sport whose average grade 
must be at least 90 percent. Girls Soccer: 94.7 percent, Boys Lacrosse: 93.3 percent, Boys Soccer: 92.14 percent, Football: 
90.84 percent.

UNICEF

THANK YOU to all who supported the 
UNICEF Trick or Treat campaign. Students 
and their families raised almost $500. Many 
thanks to Mrs. Kennedy, Miss Baretsky and 
Mrs. Crane for facilitating this worthwhile pro-
gram, to our trusty money counters, and to all 
participating families. You and this community 
are truly unique and amazingly generous.  

We are also very proud of contest winners 
Joseph Covel and Sophie MacPherson for 
having their Halloween stories published 
and Joshua Wilcox for having his illustration 
selected for publication in the Utica Observer 
Dispatch. Sixth grade student Marie Claire 
Innis was awarded the Honorable Mention.

Career Day

Middle School Career Day was held on the morning of December 12.  
All students in grades 6, 7 and 8 participated.  Each student chose to 
att end four sessions from approximately 35 diff erent off erings and 
learned about various careers. Some of the professionals who partici-
pated in career day come from occupations such as cyber security, 
engineering, physical therapy, interior design, civil engineering and law 
enforcement.

This day is very informative and worthwhile for our students. The 
middle school sends a tremendous thank you to Mrs. Keyser, middle 
school guidance counselor, the School and Business Alliance (SABA) 
and the PTA for their eff orts to make this event a success.

School and Business Alliance Breakfast

The 12th Annual School and Business Alliance Breakfast took place on 
December 7. Clinton High School was represented by eight students, 
High School Guidance Counsel-
ors Jackie Snizek and Meghan 
Quarisima, and Superintendent 
Matt  Reilly. Clinton Senior Zach-
ary Blanks did an outstanding 
job speaking and presenting the 
Shining Star Company Award to 
representatives of Indium Corpo-
ration. Student att endees all en-
joyed the opportunity to network 
and engage in career conversa-
tions with their respective hosts.
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Dating Violence Seminar

On November 1, a presentation on Dating 
Violence was off ered to students and parents 
at the CCS Performing Arts Complex Theatre.

In past years, a representative from the YWCA 
spoke to high school students during the 
school day about dating violence.  In addi-
tion to the annual presentation to students, a 
separate presentation took place for parents 
this year.  

The presentation was a collaborative eff ort 
between the YWCA and the Oneida-Herkimer-
Madison BOCES safety offi  ce. It defi ned dating 
violence, warning signs that indicate an indi-
vidual may be in an unhealthy/unsafe relation-
ship, and off ered resources and strategies indi-
viduals can use to safely end the relationship.     

Field Hockey Team Praised 

for Clean-up Eff orts 

The 4th Annual Intergenerational Fall Clean-
up, a collaboration between the Oneida County 
Youth Bureau, the Oneida County Offi  ce for the 
Aging and Continuing Care, Oneida County 
colleges, school districts, youth organizations 
and area merchants took place on October 20 
and 21. Youth volunteers delivered services to 
the elderly and disabled who are incapable of 
doing the work themselves, or of paying for 
that service.

CCS was represented by the Field Hockey 
Team led by Coach Heather Hillage-Scribner.  
Volunteers included Katie Burke, Mae Dinh, 
Maya Stang, Mary Warfel, Bailey Bach, Taylor 
Reese, Rylee Meelan, Alyson Turnbull, Julianna 
Santucci, Taeghan Champion, Jayden Hillage-
Scribner, Lee Ann Chesebro, Casey Miller, 
Abbie Miller and Amy Davis. 

A lett er received from the Oneida County 
Youth Bureau, Director Robert Roth states, 
“Their eff orts were a major reason why the 
clean-up was so successful! They and their 
coach were outstanding representatives of the 
school and their fi eld hockey program. On a 
weekend in October, Oneida County seniors 
were reminded that there is good in our youth, 
in our world and Oneida County is a special 
place to live.”

Playground Ribbon Cutting

On October 26, students, faculty, 
administrators and community 
members gathered around the site 
of “Kids Crossing Too” to celebrate 
the offi  cial opening of the refur-
bished elementary school play-
ground. This project has been in the 
works for nearly two years, and has 
been largely funded through dona-
tions from students, community 
members and organizations. Music 
was provided by the elementary 
school band under the direction of 
music teacher Hilary Nawoj, and 
the cheerleading squad provided 
enthusiasm. Mr. Marcus, elementary school principal, with the as-
sistance of PE teachers Thad Lawrence, Heather Hillage-Scribner and 
Tom Trevisani, instructed students on how to safely enjoy the new 
equipment as demonstrated by students and administrators. The fi nal 
phase of the project will include a Fitness Trail for student and com-
munity use.
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Project Make a Diff erence

Students taking Algebra II/Trig Honors, General Trig and 
Algebra Skills Workshop were given $10 and were directed 
to increase its value, either with time or with money, creating 
a ripple eff ect of goodness. The students created surveys and 
researched possibilities before deciding on the desired result for 
their individual project. After submitt ing and executing project 
plans, students graphed their results integrating Math concepts 
throughout the unit.

Like other years, students’ creativity and originality were 
impressive! Many worked together to help Hurricane Sandy 
victims while others reached out to people in the district and 
neighboring communities. Some reached as far as Cambodia 
and Africa. We are to commend these students for the eff ort 
their eff orts.

A genuine thank you to all in our community who in any way 
supported Project Make a Diff erence. 

High School Art Students 

Receive Recognition

The work of high 
school students Mae 
Dinh in Mr. Gaetano's 
photography class 
and Roger Maxam in 
Mrs. McDonough's AP 
Drawing & Painting 
Class was selected 
from more than 4,600 
entries for special 
recognition. They will 
receive their award 
on January 17 in the 
Gymnasium at On-
ondaga Community 
College where their 
artwork will be on dis-
play in the Whitney 
Applied Technology 
Center until March 2. 
It will be under con-
sideration for national 
recognition. 

The Central New York region has produced many national 
award recipients over the past 60 plus years.

Illuminated Contrivance by Mae Dinh

Mother’s Garden by Roger Maxam

Music News

CCS Students have been working hard!

Thirty-two of our students were selected by audition to 
participate in the Oneida County All County Music Fes-
tival, and three of our band students earned the principal 
seat in their instrument group. 

Middle school 
student Andrej 
Nawoj has been 
selected to per-
form with The 
Camp Broadway 
Kids, a 60-member 
musical theatre 
ensemble that will 
perform a song 
and dance com-
bination with The New York Pops orchestra on stage at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City. The concert is the NY 
Pops Annual Spring Gala on April 29 and will include a 
star studded line up.

Mr. Lavender is conducting the Rensselaer All County 
Band later this month.

High school musical rehearsals for Beauty & the Beast are 
underway. Stay tuned!
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Science Fair Winners

On December 6, Clinton High School held its 10th Annual 
Science Fair. Thank you to everyone who supported the fair 
and made it possible.  

And the winners are:
Grand Champion - Ehlanna Spink for “Does Flour Type 
Aff ect How Dense a Muffi  n Is?”
2nd Place - Davis Storey for “Which Disinfectant Wipe 
Works Best?”
3rd Place - Emily Williams for “Got Milk?”
4th Place - Lucy (Jasmine) Diamond for  Plot Twist Ahead—
Color vs. Black & White
5th Place - Casey Owen for “Are Healthy People Happier?”
PTA Kids Choice Award - Emily Kwiatkowski for “Moody 
Game Music”
CTA Faculty Choice Award - Lizzy Diamond for “Now You 
See It, Now You Don’t”
Optimist Club Best Presenter Award - Jerry Lawlor for 
“That’s the Way the Ball Bounces”
AFCEA Scientifi c Methodology Award - Peter Sheldrick for 
“Ash Wood vs. Maple Wood”
Originality Award - Amy Davis for “The Brain Teaser”
Student Council Most Impressive Display - Timothy 
Scoones for “Balanced vs. Unbalanced”

Honorable Mention 
• Andrew Maxam for “How Fast Can a Car Go From Zero 

to Sixty?”
• Ally Turnbull for “Does Music Aff ect Your School 

Performance?”

Participation Award
• Kaitlyn Carr for “Do Dogs Have a Preference When 

Eating From Diff erent Colored Bowls?”
• Justin Moore for “Java Genius”
• Sydney Pavlik for “Microwave vs. Stove”
• Jocelyn Schneider for “How High and Low You Go?”
• Nishant Sharma for “How Does a Soccer Cleat Work?”
• Martha Vieira for “Are you Short? Tall? Does it Matt er 

at All?”

*Top 10 place fi nishers have an opportunity to compete at the 
Utica College Regional Science Fair to be held March 9, 2013.

Trout in the Classroom

For the third year, Mrs. Moshier (school social worker) and Mr. Trev-
isani (physical education teacher) have teamed-up to continue an 
enrichment opportunity in the elementary school. With the fi nancial 
support from the Clinton Teachers’ Association and the Mohawk Val-
ley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a group of fourth and fi fth grade stu-
dents have been raising trout, which will be released “when the time is 
right.” Fertilized eggs were donated in November and are now being 
cared for as they grow in their home (tank). In addition to conducting 
this project for environmental reasons, students learn responsibility, 
discipline and teamwork.  
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Animal Habitats

Where can you visit the ocean, arctic, desert, forest, and rainforest without leaving Clinton? CCS second graders created 
models of these environments for their Animal Habitat Project. The children have worked hard to learn about plants and 
animals in their habitats. The research and learning that goes into this project is extensive and the results are amazing! We 
are very proud of the students, teachers and parent volunteers.


